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Rattle of a Simple Man
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Keep up to date with news from our theatre 
at www.edwardalderton.org or add us as a 
friend on facebook  or follow us on twitter 
@EdwardAlderton

5 Brampton Road, 
Bexleyheath, 
Kent, 
DA7 4EZ 

THEATRE COMMITTEE:
Chair: Liz Gillett, Secretary: Karen Friett, Treasurer: Maureen Hardwen, 
Technical Director: Michael Taylor, Bar Manager: Tony Donnelly, 

Publicity Director: Kevin Coward, Theatre Maintenance: Timothy Webb

If you have any comments, queries or suggestions to put to the 
committee please email: edwardalderton@hotmail.co.uk

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Edward Alderton Theatre aims to produce performances of the 
highest possible standard in an environment that is enjoyable for 
audiences and those involved in the theatre. To this end we expect 
our members and visitors to treat each other, our property and our 

neighbours with respect. Thank you. EAT Committee

ONLINE BOOKINGS - Book online* at  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/edwardalderton 
or telephone** our booking agent TicketSource on  

0333 666 3366 
To contact the theatre directly on performance nights 

please call 020 8298 1269
*    No booking fees apply
**    Telephone bookings will incur a £1.50 service fee which includes ticket delivery

2017-18 SEASON

Whose Life is it Anyway? 
by Brian Clark

Director: Suzanne Harris
 April 7th - 14th 2018x

Come along and see this very moving play. It is beautifully written  
with a great deal of humour and will make you wonder  

and think until the final scene.

 

Time and the Conways
by J.B Priestley

Director: Ian Welch
 May 26th - June 2nd 2018x

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
(Musical version)  

Based on The Comic Strip ‘Peanuts’ by Charles M. Shultz
Director: Keith Neville
 July 21st - 28th 2018x

Book, Music & Lyrics by Clark M Gesner
Additional Dialogue by Michael Mayer

Additional Music & Lyrics by Andrew Lippa
Original Direction for this version of ‘You’re A Good Man,  

Charlie Brown’ by Michael Mayer
Originally Produced in New York by Arthur Whitelaw & Gene Persson
By arrangement with MusicScope and Stage Musicals Limited of New York

Photos © Robert Piwko



OUR NEXT PRODUCTIONEAT NEWS EAT NEWS

A SUCCESSFUL 2018 AGM
Dear EAT Members,
Many thanks for attending our recent AGM. Below you can see a 
short report from the meeting:
•  The Lease is finally signed, sealed, secured and delivered until 

July 2021. A very big thank you to Karen Friett for all her hard 
work and to Maureen Hardwen for taking up the baton of late 
and also to Helen England and Pat MacNamee for their sound 
legal advise.

•  Ticket sales have increased by 21%. We are looking to increase 
attendance for the 2017/18 season. To do this we all need to 
keep spreading the word about our Theatre.

•  Liz Gillett will look into any Bexley Borough festivals/fetes we can 
attend and organise another leaflet drop in surrounding roads. 

•  Membership hasn’t grown over last couple of years but we 
have had some brilliant new people come forward to work 
backstage. We still need more back stage crew particularly 
short of Stage Managers, Techies and Painters and FOH, bar 
and Box Office during performance weeks. Thank you to Lesley 
Bauckham for taking on management of the productions rota.

•  Building improvements continue with new urinals in the men’s 
toilets. Many thanks to Tim Webb for organising.

•  Chris Manning-Perry has volunteered to take over the 
Membership Secretary duties from Maureen. Many thanks to 
Maureen for all of her hard work and to Chris for taking this on.

•  Recent Social Outings -January - Mayor’s Charity Chinese New 
Year Dinner; November - Private Tour Chislehurst Caves by 
Chris Manning-Perry and dinner at the Bull Pub, Chislehurst.

•  A First Aid Course was completed by 9 members in November. 
•  Thank you to Richard Neville for taking on the job of taking our 

posters round to venues for every production.
•  Liz attended a Samuel French Workshop day early September, 

a networking day with other AMDRAM Theatres from all over 
the SE. We talked to each other about the shared challenges 

SPECIAL OFFER
10% OFF YOUR MEAL BILL AT DANSON STABLES 
RESTAURANT FOR THE FULL 2017/18 SEASON!
Danson Stables Restaurant is offering a 10% discount on pre-Theatre 
meals (meals only, not including drinks). Just present your ticket/s (either 
your printed Ticketsource eticket/s or your posted Ticketsource ticket/s.
Deal Times: Between 5pm and 7pm  
(Monday to Saturday, not valid on a Sunday) 
Deal Duration: December 2017 - July 2018
Danson Stables Restaurant
Pub-restaurant in converted 18th-century stables with courtyard, 
serving menu of international food.
Address: Danson Park, Bexleyheath, DA6 8HL
Telephone: 020 8303 2071

WHOSE LIFE IS IT ANYWAY?
By Brian Clark 7-14  APRIL 
Directed by Suzanne Harris
“A doctor’s job is to save lives”
When sculptor  Ken Harrison is permanently paralysed from the 
neck down, after a car accident, he resolves to die rather than live 
in his physically helpless state. His struggle for the right to decide 
what happens to his own body makes for a gripping play. It explores 
the issues of human dignity and medical ethics with a great deal of 
humour and compassion. The play is entertaining while challenging 
beliefs and opinions. Our lives are defined by what we can do, 
what we create, what we embrace and who we include. If your life’s 
definition changed dramatically how would you react?

we face. We met the Samuel French Team Marketing Licence 
and New Play Acquisitions made sure they heard of the EAT. 
They subsequently sent an email to wish us luck with Allo Allo

•  Thank you gifts were given to set builders Ron, John and Glen 
and also to Steve Nash for his technical assistance.

•  Thanks to Drama Committee and well done for completing the 
season and obtaining all  the rights by January 2018. 

•  Thanks to Management Committee for all their hard work behind 
the scenes and the tenacity to stay with it during tough times.

Liz Gillett, chair

DRAMA COMMITTEE VACANCY
There is now a vacancy within the Drama Committee as Brenda 
Joyce has stepped down. The Drama Committee will discuss and 
vote on any interested candidates. They need to be available to 
take up the position in June 2018 when the Committee will start 
work on the 2018/19 Season. If anyone is interested or have any 
questions please contact Suzanne Harris Drama Chair direct - 
suzannesbriggs@btinternet.com. The EAT Management and 
Drama Committee would like to extend their warmest thanks to 
Brenda for all of her hard work.

LIGHTS & SOUND OPERATORS
We are urgently looking for people to operate Lights and Sound 
for our shows, as you know this is of vital importance no techies 
no show! If you have never done this before don’t worry as 
you will receive full training and support from Mick Taylor our 
Technical Director. We need someone to work on lights or sound 
for the last two shows of this season:
• Time and the Conways May 26th - June 2nd
• You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown Musical 21st - 28th July
Do you know any new people who would like to get involved or 
young people over 16 who would like to train on the technical 
side? Please contact Mick Taylor direct on:  
mj.arlington@btopenworld.com

Ken Harrison .......................Stephen Malyon

Ken’s mother .......................Van Corbould

Ken’s father ..........................Tony Donnelly

Ken’s fiancée .......................Jennifer Walker

Sister Anderson .................Viv Stapleton

Kay Sadler ............................Alex Meason

John .........................................Liam Shipton

Dr Clare Scott .....................Kellie Risby

Dr Michael Emerson ........Nigel Taylor

Ms Boyle ................................Melinda Hunt 

Phillip Hill ..............................Ben Donovan

Dr Travers .............................Paul Grimshaw

Peter Kershaw ....................Patrick Neylan

Dr Barr ....................................Tricia Sutton

Eden Barrister ....................Clive Madel

Judge ......................................Maureen Hardwen

Cast in order of appearance:

NEW SEASON LAUNCH  
NIGHT AND AUDITIONS

Please join us at the Theatre on Saturday 9th June as 
we host the New Season Launch night. The six new 

productions for the 2018/2019 season will be announced 
on the evening and, once again, the director for each 

production will introduce themselves and tell us  
about their hopes and plans for the shows.

Please come along at 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. 
The bar will be opened at 7.30pm

AUDITIONS DATES: 
Saturday, June 16th AND Saturday June 23rd, time from 

10am - 4.30pm. Plays and their audition times to be 
announced at The Launch.


